
WEBINAR WILL 

BEGIN SHORTLY



Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance

The Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance (MEEA) is a 
collaborative network, promoting energy efficiency 

to optimize energy generation, reduce consumption, 

create jobs and decrease carbon emissions in all 
Midwest communities.

MEEA is a non-profit membership organization 

with 150+ members, including:

Electric & 

gas utilities

Academic &

Research institutions

State & local

governments

Energy serv ice 

companies & 
contractors



Logistics

Webinar is being recorded and will be shared with 
attendees

Attendees are muted

Questions?  Use the Q & A Feature any time during 
presentation

Questions will be held to the end 
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Webinar Agenda:
● What is a benchmarking ordinance?

● What is ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager?

● What does a Data Jam entail?

● Who hosts a Data Jam and who attends?

● What do you need to get started?

● How has it worked with portfolios and 
municipalities?

● What are best practices and tips?



What is a benchmarking ordinance?
● Buildings account for roughly 40% 

of the energy consumed in the U.S.
● Energy benchmarking is the first 

step to identifying opportunities to 
reduce energy use and save $$. 

● Benchmarking and transparency 
policies require buildings to track 
and share their building 
performance data annually. 

● Offering guidance helps with 
adoption



Benefits of benchmarking:
● Achieves energy savings, cost savings, improved health and 

environmental quality.

● Develops a strong market for building efficiency and jobs related 
to efficiency improvements

● Helps building owners and tenants evaluate their energy use and 
identify opportunities for efficiency improvement.

● EPA studies have shown that benchmarked buildings achieved 
energy savings of 2.4% per year



What is ENERGY STAR?

● Created by the EPA in 1992 to 
provide resources and tools 
for businesses and 
households manage and 
improve their energy use.

● More than 700 utilities, state 
and local governments, and 
nonprofits use ENERGY STAR 
in their efficiency programs.



What is ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager?

A free online tool from the EPA 
that helps building managers:

- Assess energy, water and 
waste/materials consumption

- Track changes over time

- 1-100 ENERGY STAR score 



Portfolio Manager Tool & Resources:





What is a data jam?
● How to create an ENERGY STAR 

online account

● Understanding tool definitions

● How to collect building information

● How to create a building profile

● How to collect and enter whole 
building aggregated utility data

● How to share data and report to your 
municipality



Why should I host a data jam?
● Because they are awesome and fun!
● Providing training and education is a 

nice thing to do!
● Help building owners comply (which is 

the goal!)
● Shows buildings that it is not that hard 

and anyone on their team can do it!
● Demystifies why you’re asking for the 

data and why it is helpful for all parties.
● Offers opportunity to connect with 

community



Setting the Data Jam up for Success:

1. Data Jam Prep Session!
a) One month ahead of data jam date
b) Split sessions by building types (multifamily vs commercial
c) Review building data collection worksheets
d) Review utility data collection options

2. Utility Prep!
a) Reach out to utilities to prep for whole building data 

requests
b) Ensure municipal utilities have a system for requests 

that matches with what ENERGY STAR requires



Setting the Data Jam up for Success:



Setting the Data Jam up for Success:

3) Divide Building Types into Multiple Sessions!
a) Work with an entire portfolio like your housing authority, 

archdiocese, or municipal buildings
b) Schedule separate data jams and prep sessions for 

multifamily and commercial buildings

4) Work with Partners!
a) USGBC Chapters, ASHRAE or AIA Chapters, and energy 

nonprofits LOVE portfolio manager and talking about 
energy data

b) Utilize volunteer experts in your community to teach and 
help building owners understand the process
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Partnering to Offer Guidance and Expertise



August 2022: 
Cl imate Ready 

Oak Park 
Adopted 

February 2023: 
Benchmarking 

ordinance 
passed 

April 2023: 
Data Jam for 

governmental 
bui ldings

June 1, 2023: 
Vi l lage 

bui ldings 
benchmarking 

deadline

August 2023: 
Data Collection 

meetings (2)

September 
2023: Data  

Jams (3)

November 
2023: Data  
Col lection 
meeting

December 
2023: Data Jam

December 31, 
2023: 

Benchmarking 
Deadline

Village of Oak Park Benchmarking Year 1



Data Jam Offerings in Oak Park



Benchmarking Helpdesk



Chicago Housing Authority Data Jam



Reviewing Tips & Tricks
1. Make a plan to offer and communicate training and guidance opportunities from the start!

2. Make some friends and engage partners that love talking about energy performance and 
helping newbies!

3. Make sure data jam participants are prepared. Ensure building owners have the tools and 
information needed in advance.

4. Communicate with external and internal utilities about how to handle whole building 
energy data requests.

5. Make sure there is support leading up to – and after – the compliance deadline for 
compliance procrastinators!

6. Remember it is not that hard and anyone can do it! The first year takes the most set-up, 
then it is minimal effort annually.



Benchmarking Resources & Guides
● U.S. EPA & ENERGY STAR

○ Benchmarking Starter Kit: 
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/benchmark/get_started

○ How-To Guides & Training Videos: https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/training

● Data Jam Case Studies
○ Chicago Housing Authority
○ City of Evanston
○ City of Minneapolis

● U.S. Department of Energy
○ https://eere.energy.gov/energydataguide/commercial-building-benchmarking-

policies.shtml

● MEEA Building Energy Data Resources:
○ https://illinoisgreenalliance.box.com/s/yupxkwn29sn8fc8kw7iz05pul0tmv4r3

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/benchmark/get_started
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/training
https://illinoisgreenalliance.box.com/s/yupxkwn29sn8fc8kw7iz05pul0tmv4r3
https://www.mwalliance.org/sites/default/files/meea-research/evanston-data-jam.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4U6xupGIuv0
https://eere.energy.gov/energydataguide/commercial-building-benchmarking-policies.shtml
https://eere.energy.gov/energydataguide/commercial-building-benchmarking-policies.shtml
https://illinoisgreenalliance.box.com/s/yupxkwn29sn8fc8kw7iz05pul0tmv4r3
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Building Operator Certification (BOC) Overview

• Training and certification program with more than 200,000 graduates in 20+ years

• Focus: energy efficient building operations and preventative maintenance procedures

• Target audience: building operators with 2+ years of experience working in a building that is 
50,000 ft2 or larger

• Facility managers

• Building engineers

• HVAC technicians etc

• Requires ~ 60 hours of classroom time and 10 hours of project work. 
Class typically meets every other week for 3 months with unique, expert 
instructor for each session. 

• Graduates earn Training Certificate of Completion and are eligible 
to take exam to become a Certified Building Operator (CBO)

• Learn more: www.boccentral.org, boc@mwalliance.org, 855.420.1785  

http://www.boccentral.org/
mailto:boc@mwalliance.org
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• Tuition is $1695 with discounts or rebates available in many locations

• Most trainings are online an open to everyone in the region

• 2024 training schedule is posted at boccentral.org/training/:

• BOC Level I online. February 13 - May 15, 2024. Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 1-4pm

• BOC Level I online. March 5 - June 5, 2024. Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9am-12pm

• BOC Level I in-person in Chicago. May 9 - August 8, 2024. Thursdays and one Friday from 8:30am-4:30pm

• BOC Level I online. June 5 - August 29, 2024. Wednesday and Thursdays from 8-11am

• BOC Level I Multifamily online. July 30 - October 30, 2024. Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 1-4pm

• BOC Level II online. October 1 - December 11, 2024. Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9am-12pm

• BOC Level I online. Check back soon for dates for a fall training series

• Contact us with questions: boc@mwalliance.org or 855.420.1785

BOC Incentives and schedule

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-operator-certification-boc-level-i-starting-2132024-tickets-772599374527?aff=BOCwebsite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-operator-certification-boc-level-i-starting-352024-tickets-774534412277?aff=BOCwebsite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-operator-certificationboc-level-i-starting-05092024-in-chicago-tickets-775679286627?aff=BOCwebsite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-operator-certification-boc-level-i-starting-06052024-tickets-775637150597?aff=BOCwebsite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-operator-certification-boc-level-i-multifamily-starts-07302024-tickets-790325864937?aff=BOCwebsite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-operator-certification-boc-level-ii-starting-1012024-tickets-777375439867?aff=BOCwebsite
mailto:boc@mwalliance.org
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