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What Are Energy Efficiency Jobse

EE’'s Impact on the Midwest Economy

Energy Efficiency Jobs 101

There are more jobs in energy efficiency than in any other energy sector. In MEEA's thirteen-
state territory, 1.24 million people work in the energy sector, and energy efficiency employs
552,331 (45%).1 EE accounts for 71% of the Midwest’'s 775,046 clean energy workforce. The
region’s overall employment growth rate is 2.4%; yet businesses in the EE sector are

forecasting a 7.8% growth rate in 2019.2

TNASEO and EFl, Energy Employment by State, 2019
2 E4TheFuture, Energy Efficiency Jobs in America 2019
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How does investment lead to EE jobs?

Strong state EE policies lead to utility investment and job sector growth. In fact, the three
states with the most planned EE investment in 2019 are the same three with the most EE
jobs. Energy efficiency policy rolloacks in the region threaten the sector’s contfinued steady
job growth in the Midwest.

MEEA conducted analysis to dive deeper into this question. Our report found that
investment in energy efficiency policies directly leads to job creation and regional
prosperity. Specifically, a single year of Midwest energy efficiency programs are estimated
to create nearly 105,000 jobs over a 25-year period.3

3 MEEA and Cadmus, Economic Impacts of Energy Efficiency in the Midwest Region
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a98cf80ec4eb7c5cd928c61/t/5c7f375515fcc0964aa19491/1551841115357/USEER+Energy+Employment+by+State.pdf
https://e4thefuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Energy-Efficiency-Jobs-in-America-2019-National-Summary.pdf
https://www.mwalliance.org/sites/default/files/media/cadmus-regional-summary.pdf?current=/taxonomy/term/11

What is an EE job?

No matter a person’s skillset or education level, there is a place for everyone in energy
efficiency as the field has openings that range from construction, engineering, sales,
auditing and manufacturing. In 2018, EE grew by 76,000 jobs nationwide, including 21,000
constfruction jobs and 35,000 office jobs.4 Regardless of educational attainment or
professional cerfification level, there are opportunities throughout the EE sector for

everyone.

4 U.S. Energy and Employment, 2019 Report
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How do we build the future EE workforce?

Given the increasing demand for workers in the
energy efficiency sector, it's important for
policymakers to expand workforce training
pipelines. However, diversity in the EE sector could
use improvement. Currently, 76% of workers in the

energy efficiency field are male, far above the 53%

in the national workforce. The field tends to be
younger too, with only 14% older than 55.5

The industry’s percentage of veterans—10% of its
workforce—demonstrates that targeted outreach
and training can be effective. This shows that with
additional effort in developing resources we can
strengthen our industry by increasing workforce
diversity.

5 U.S. Energy and Employment, 2019 Report

When your state adopts energy efficiency policies, you,
your community and your state’s workforce benefit.

Contact: Maddie Wazowicz, Policy Associate
mwazowicz@mwadliance.org, 312.374.0930
20 N. Wacker Dr. Ste 1301, Chicago IL 60606 | www.mwalliance.org
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