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The Trusted Source on Energy Efficiency  

About MEEA  

We are a nonprofit membership organization with 
160+ members , including:  

ÅUtilities 

ÅResearch institutions  

ÅState and local governments  

ÅEnergy efficiency -related businesses  
 

As the key resource and  

champion for energy  

efficiency in the Midwest,  
MEEA helps a diverse range  

of stakeholders understand  

And implement cost -effective  

energy efficiency strategies  
that provide economic and  

environmental benefits.  



What Is The Energy Code?  

Å Energy Codes are a set of rules that govern 
the energy use of a building through 
mandated building practices & components  

 

ÅMinimum Energy Efficiency Requirements  
ïòWorst home that can be builtó 

 

Å National Model Codes developed by 
International Code Council and ASHRAE 
ïUpdated every 3 years (level of improvement 

varies)  

ïCurrent edition released in 2015  

 

Å States/Municipalities Adopt and Enforce the 
Code  



History of Energy Codes  

ÅFirst codes established  in 1975  

 

ÅCode has gotten more stringent 

over time, with new codes being 

more than 50% more efficient than 

the first codes  
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Why are Codes Important?  

ÅReduce energy use  

 

ÅImpacts energy use for the life of a 
building  
ïMost cost -effective to implement 

energy measures during initial design 
and construction  

 

ÅBenefits building owners and 
operators by guaranteeing a 
minimum of efficiency  

 



What are the benefits?  

ÅReduce energy costs  

ïHomeownership more affordable; 

Lower operating costs  

ÅSavings accrue over life of building  

ÅImproves occupant comfort and 

Indoor Air Quality (IAQ )  

 



Adoption Process  

ÅModel Codes  

   

ÅStatewide Adoption  

 

Å   Local Adoption  

 

Å   Midwest Status  



Model Building Energy Codes  



Adoption Process  

ÅSome States Adopt Statewide 

Codes through an Administrative 

Process 

ïApproval by regulatory agency and 

legislative committee  

 

ÅModel codes may  

be amended  

 



Adoption Timeline  

Residential Building Energy Codes  


