
Existing Building Policy 
Successes in St. Louis



Buildings in the US Have a BIG Impact



Building Energy Efficiency Is a Win-Win Climate Solution
that Cities are acting on! 



What’s Next?
Building Energy Awareness: Benchmarking Requirements



Building Energy Awareness: Support & Feedback
 Benchmarking 101 Session
 Benchmarking Jams & Help Sessions
 Reporting Checklists & Fact Sheets
 Implementation Advisory Group



What’s Next?



What’s Next?



Next Phase: Building Energy Performance Standard





What IS the standard?

 Performance metric: Site Energy Use 
Intensity (EUI) 

 Standard will be set no lower than the 65th 
percentile of site EUI for similar buildings in 
St. Louis

 Standards finalized by May 4, 2021

 All commercial, institutional, multi-family 
and municipal buildings that are 50,000 
square feet and above must comply.

BEPS Policy Elements



 Most buildings will have four years 
to meet the standard (May 4th, 
2025); Affordable housing has six

 Building owners will use ENERGY 
STAR Portfolio Manager tool to 
document compliance with the BEPS 
as part of the existing annual 
benchmarking reporting process.

 Data verification will be required 
when compliance is due.

BEPS Policy Elements



 Passed unanimously @ City of St. 
Louis Board of Aldermen at their first 
ever virtual meeting 

 Building Energy Improvement Board 
will oversee implementation 

 No alternative compliance pathways 
outlined in ordinance, but buildings 
can present plan to Board for 
consideration

Unique Elements of BEPS



BEPS Timeline + Next Steps

Learn more about City of St. Louis Benchmarking & BEPS 
@ www.stlbenchmarking.com

http://www.stlbenchmarking.com/


Progress Recognized!  

 City of St. Louis went from a rating of 
36/100 cities in 2019 to 28/100 cities 
in 2020 on the ACEEE City Clean 
Energy Scorecard! 

 Actions that helped to improve the 
rating were:
o Solar Ready Ordinance
o Building Energy Performance 

Standard 
o Green Tariff MOU signed by 

Mayor with Ameren





Each Policy Covered Includes: 

 Sample policy
 Walking the Talk: focus on 

action
 Examples of where this is 

happening
 Resources for more 

information



Thank You! 
Emily Andrews
Executive Director
USGBC-Missouri Gateway Chapter
314-577-0854
emily.andrews@mobot.org
www.usgbc-mogateway.org
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