
R-values

IOWA ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAM

These are the minimum requirements for the

home’s insulation in order to meet the

code. R-values on the form should be

greater than or equal to those shown here.

R-values

U-factors

These are the requirements for the insulation

value of a home’s windows, doors and

skylights. U-values on the home’s energy

certificate should be less than or equal to

those shown on this form.

The way heating and cooling systems are

rated and the minimum levels for efficiency 

depend on the type installed and fuel used.

The abbreviations SEER, AFUE and HSPF

indicate efficiency. The higher the rating,

the more efficient the heating or cooling

system. Use this form to determine the

minimum rating allowed for each system.

Heating and Cooling (HVAC)

Water Heater

The minimum efficiency factor (EF) for

water heaters depends on the size and fuel

type used. The higher the number, the more

efficient the water heater.

An energy certificate illustrates the minimum energy efficiency standards required by a municipality

in every new home. Below is a description of the home components identified on this certificate. As a

homeowner, you want to ensure the measures listed on your home’s certificate meet or exceed

these minimum code requirements.

*“15/19” means R/15 continuous insulated sheathing on

the interior or exterior of the home (sealed at joints) or R-19

cavity insulation at the interior of the basement wall.
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