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Flexibility for the 
Future

• Commercial >>> “Points Options” 

• Residential >>> “Flex Points”



Commercial Options for Section C 406

Existing Section C 406 Options

1. Efficient HVAC Equipment 

2. Reduce Lighting Power Density 

3. Renewable Energy 

4. Dedicated Outdoor Air System

5. Service Water Heating

6. Efficient Fossil Fuel Water Heating

7. Enhanced Envelope Performance

8. Reduced Air Infiltration 



C406 Points Option

• Current C406 Point 
Options savings 
inequality



CE 218 - Vote “AS”

Proposal CE 218 

Points Option for Section C 406 

• Goes from “pick one” to ”achieve 10 points” 

• Each point worth 0.25% savings 

>>> Total of 2.5% savings

• Modeling done by Pacific Northwest National 

Labs

• Points for a particular option are in look up 

tables by building type and climate zone 



INSTRUCTIONS
1. Find  appropriate 

table based on 
occupancy type

2. Select measure 
3. Find climate zone
4. Look up points
5. Ensure points add 

up to 10 total

CE 218 vote support AMC

Commercial Points Table in CE 218



CE 218 vote in support of AMC, CE 226 vote in support of AMPC,  CE240 vote  
in support of AMPC

Commercial Options for Section C 406

Existing Section C 406 Options New CE 218 Options Proposed

1. Efficient HVAC Equipment CE 226: Dwelling/Sleeping Unit Lighting

2. Reduce Lighting Power Density CE 240: Additional Kitchen Equipment 

3. Renewable Energy 

4. Dedicated Outdoor Air System

5. Service Water Heating

6. Efficient Fossil Fuel Water Heating

7. Enhanced Envelope Performance

8. Reduced Air Infiltration 



Residential Flex Points

RE 209 – Flex points

• Packages instead of individual energy 

savings measures

• 5 points are required

• Each point represents 1% savings

>>> 5% savings



Efficiency 
Proposals



Proposal Number(s) How does it push the building 

envelope?

CE 35, CE61, CE63, 

CE64, CE66, CE68, 

CE69, CE 73 & CE 75

Improves insulation 

requirements

CE96, CE97 

& CE99

Requires air leakage testing and 

commissioning of air barrier

Pushing the 

Building 

“Envelope” 

in 

Commercial



Proposal  Number How?

CE 111 Provides data to improve building 

operations – fault detection and 

diagostics

CE 215 Adds energy monitoring system

CE 216 Allows for control of plug load

receptacles

Providing 

Data and 

Improving 

Building 

Operations



Proposal   

Number

How?

CE 113 Ensures higest efficiency equipment in 

code

CE 140 Requires efficient ventilation fans in 

multifamily buildings 

Better 

Mechanical 

Systems



Addressing Residential 

Lighting Energy Use in 

Multifamily Buildings 

• CE 162 - Clarifies and improves 

lighting for apartments and condos



Closing the Loophole for 

Indoor Agriculture 

Lighting 

• CE 209 - Improves efficiency of 

lighting for plants 

• In many areas, indoor agriculture is 

fastest growing load on the grid 

• Metric developed in collaboration 

with the American Society of 

Agricultural and Biological Engineers

• Estimated to save 78% over high 

pressure sodium lamps!



Proposal Number(s) How does it improve residential building

efficiency?

RE29, RE32, RE33, 

RE34, RE36

Improves insulation requirements

RE35, RE37 Improves window performance to reduce heat 

loss and reduce cooling

RE112 Eliminates leaky ducts

RE139 Requires efficient ventilation systems

RE7, RE148 Increases efficiency of interior and exterior lights

RE182, RE184, 

RE192

Increases the efficiency of building when using 

Energy Rating Index (i.e. HERS) approach

Improving 

Residential

Building 

Efficiency



Electrification in 
Codes



Beneficial Electrification

• RE 126 encourages higher efficiency 

water heating sources and requires lower 

efficiency water heater types to be 

installed with renewables

• RE 147 - Requires electric circuits and 

receptacles near gas- and propane-fired 

equipment 



Electric Vehicles

CE 217 Part 1 – Commercial Code 

CE 217 Part 2 - Residential Code

Image by Annalise Batista from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/users/AnnaliseArt-7089643/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3716132
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3716132


Renewables

• RE 223  Zero Energy Ready Appendix 

⁃ OPTIONAL provision for advanced 
jurisdictions

⁃ Requires renewables in a way that aligns 
with rest of the code

• CE 21 - updates the definitions of biomass-
related renewable energy so virgin material 
cannot be used
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RESOURCES



Voters Guides and 
Resources

1. Energy Efficient Codes Coalition’s (EECC’s) 

Top Proposals Quick Voters Guide

2. EECC Voters Guide

3. NBI’s “Top Proposals Explained” fact sheet



Top Proposal Quick Voters Guide



Energy Efficiency Codes Coalition (EECC) 

Voters Guide

Technical Committee 

includes:

• EECC

• New Buildings 

Institute 

• Natural Resources 

Defense Council 

• Institute for Market 

Transformation



Top Proposals 

Explained

For those who want to know more 

about the top proposals under 

consideration. 

• Subset of proposals on the 

EECC voters guide

• Includes:

⁃ Description 

⁃ Discussion of impacts 

⁃ Estimated energy savings

⁃ Cost impacts



Websites for More 
Information
• NBI – https://newbuildings.org/code_policy/2021-iecc-base-codes/
• EECC  - https://energyefficientcodes.org/
• ICC - https://www.iccsafe.org/
• CDP Access - https://www.cdpaccess.com/login/

https://newbuildings.org/code_policy/2021-iecc-base-codes/
https://energyefficientcodes.org/
https://www.iccsafe.org/
https://www.cdpaccess.com/login/

